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ing of the canal, Congress passed an act for its operation
and maintenance in which all his acts were approved. In
this proceeding Congress followed the course of the Senate
in giving approval to his "taking" of the Isthmus by ratify-
ing the treaty with the Eepublic of Panama.

Theodore Roosevelt "took" the Isthmus, and he built the
canal because he placed action and progress above technical
construction of law and was not afraid to take chances with
it when the end to be attained could be reached in no other
way. His attitude toward the law and the use of the Exec-
utive power is clearly defined by himself in this passage
from his iAutobiography7:

"The most important factor in getting the right spirit in
my Administration, next to the insistence upon courage,
honesty, and a genuine democracy of desire to serve the
plain people, was my insistence upon the theory that the
executive power was limited only by specific restrictions
and prohibitions appearing in the Constitution or imposed
by the Congress under its Constitutional powers. My view
was that every executive officer, and above all every exec-
utive officer in high position, was a steward of the people
bound actively and affirmatively to do all he could for the
people, and not to content himself with the negative merit
of keeping his talents undamaged in a napkin. I decline to
adopt the view that what was imperatively necessary for
the Nation could not be done by the President unless he
could find some specific authorization to do it. My belief
was that it was not only his right but his duty to do any-
thing that the needs of the Nation demanded unless such
action was forbidden by the Constitution or by the laws.
Under this interpretation of executive power I did and
caused to be done many things not previously done by the
President and the heads of the departments. I did not
usurp power, but I did greatly broaden the use of executive
power. In other words, I acted for the public welfare, I
acted for the common well-being of all our people, when-
ever and in whatever manner was necessary, unless pre-
vented by direct constitutional or legislative prohibition,